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Been to the Mountaintop’’ speech. And 
it was in Memphis where he started his 
last march about a week earlier, 
marching from the historic Clayborn 
Temple with the AFSCME workers— 
the American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees— 
who were garbage workers not recog-
nized as a union and not recognized as 
men. ‘‘I am a man.’’ Dr. King came to 
Memphis as part of his fight for justice 
and freedom. 

The Clayborn Temple has risen from 
the ashes and is being renewed in Mem-
phis as a place for events, worship, con-
certs, and protests. The National Civil 
Rights Museum has risen at the Lor-
raine Motel, where Dr. King was slain; 
the National Civil Rights Museum, 
which is outstanding and, next year, 
will commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the assassination. Our own 
JOHN LEWIS will be there. 

H.R. 1927 would help to memorialize 
these events and these places across 
the United States and others, from 
North Carolina, where the sit-ins start-
ed, and Nashville, to the voting rights 
march in Selma, the atrocities in Bir-
mingham, and Rosa Parks and the bus 
boycott in Montgomery. 

Julian Bond, our own JOHN LEWIS, 
Rosa Parks, Viola Liuzzo, Ida B. Wells, 
Michael Schwerner, James Cheney, An-
drew Goodman, Joseph Lowery, Roy 
Wilkins, and others will be recognized. 

I look forward to voting for H.R. 1927 
and saying that it more appropriately 
represents and remembers heroes, 
fighters for justice, democracy and 
freedom; not recognized as such, but, in 
fact, such. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR SANCTIONS 
AGAINST RUSSIA, IRAN, AND 
NORTH KOREA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to voice my support of the Rus-
sia, Iran, and North Korea Sanctions 
Act. These countries actively under-
mine U.S. national security and threat-
en the safety and freedoms we enjoy in 
the United States. 

Yesterday, Congress acted swiftly, 
voting 419–3 to defend the interests of 
the American people. I commend the 
leadership of House Foreign Affairs 
Committee Chairman ROYCE and Ma-
jority Leader MCCARTHY for moving 
forward strong, meaningful legislation 
targeting the regimes carrying out bru-
tal human rights violations against 
vulnerable peoples across the globe and 
threatening our national security. 

The Obama administration, time and 
again, failed to hold these regimes ac-
countable, and the outcomes of that in-
action have had lasting ramifications 
on global stability and security. 

U.S. officials are warning that North 
Korea will soon be able to launch a nu-
clear-capable intercontinental ballistic 
missile. And, to be clear, North Korea 
will soon have the capacity to kill 

American citizens on American soil. 
These are alarming developments and 
the United States must act aggres-
sively to strengthen our own missile 
defense and immediately restrict North 
Korea’s access to cash. 

Murderous, tyrannical regimes have 
no place in the world, and I am con-
fident that these bills will hold corrupt 
dictators accountable and advance jus-
tice for some of the world’s most re-
pressed populations. 

f 

AN IMPRESSIVE MILESTONE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in celebration of the Elk River 
Municipal Utilities Commission’s re-
cent 70th anniversary. 

The Elk River Municipal Utilities 
Commission was created or established 
in 1915, when a private citizen started 
Elk River Power and Light. The busi-
ness was eventually purchased by the 
village of Elk River and operated by 
the city council. 

Later on, when their responsibilities 
expanded to include water, the council 
created the Elk River Municipal Utili-
ties Commission. 

Throughout the years, this organiza-
tion has not only seen their respon-
sibilities expand, but their jurisdiction 
expand as well. In fact, today, the com-
mission covers Otsego, Dayton, and Big 
Lake, in addition to the Elk River 
area, providing services to more than 
11,000 Minnesota customers. 

Thank you to everyone that makes 
the Elk River Municipal Utilities 
work, and congratulations on 70 years 
of great service to our communities. 

AN INCREDIBLE ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to celebrate the 160th anniver-
sary of the Anoka-Champlin Fire De-
partment. Since 1857, this fire depart-
ment has been dedicated to protecting 
lives and property in our communities. 

To give a little perspective on the 
history of the organization, the Anoka- 
Champlin Fire Department has been 
serving the great State of Minnesota 
since it was still a territory and before 
the Civil War. 

b 1100 

Due to their hard work and often life-
saving efforts, Anoka and Champlin 
have been allowed to grow into thriv-
ing communities. 

I want to thank the cities of Anoka 
and Champlin for continuing to sup-
port this important organization. 
Thank you for your service and com-
mitment to our communities and their 
citizens. 

Congratulations on your anniversary 
and upcoming celebration. It is well de-
served. 

TWO LIVES HONORED FOR SAVING ANOTHER 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor two men from my State 
whose quick thinking saved the life of 
another earlier this year. 

Dr. Bob Schwegler and Dr. Tom Cress 
were both golfing with Steve Blattner 
at the Albany Golf Course when Steve 
began to suffer a cardiac event. Instead 
of panicking, both doctors successfully 
performed lifesaving measures on 
Steve, and with the assistance of the 
Albany Fire Department, their efforts 
were successful in saving Steve’s life. 

As a result of their heroic actions, 
Dr. Schwegler and Dr. Cress were re-
cently presented with lifesaving awards 
by Stearns County Sheriff Don 
Gudmundson and Lieutenant Vic Weiss 
at the Stearns County Board of Com-
missioners meeting. 

Thank you, Bob Schwegler, Tom 
Cress, and the Albany Fire Depart-
ment, for your heroic actions. We ap-
preciate your service. 

A PERFECT SCORE 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to congratulate a student in my 
district for an incredible academic 
achievement. Tyler Wilson of Andover, 
Minnesota, received a perfect score on 
his ACT this year, making him, no 
doubt, a valuable candidate for most 
colleges and universities across this 
country. 

To give an idea on how extraordinary 
that achievement is, only 0.1 percent of 
all individuals who take the ACT re-
ceive a perfect score. 

Tyler is going into his senior year at 
Andover High School. He hopes to at-
tend either Drake University or the 
University of Minnesota in the Twin 
Cities, with the goal of pursuing a ca-
reer as a pharmacist. 

We wish Tyler the best of luck on his 
senior year in high school, and we are 
excited to see what this scholar will ac-
complish in the future. 

Congratulations again, Tyler. We are 
all so proud of you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL COUNCIL 
ON INDEPENDENT LIVING ON 35 
YEARS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the National Council on Inde-
pendent Living for celebrating its 35th 
anniversary this year. Their persistent 
advocacy has had a tremendous impact 
on the disability community and has 
not gone unnoticed. 

Mr. Speaker, as you may know, be-
fore I was elected to serve in Congress, 
I worked for many years as a therapist, 
a rehab services manager, and worked 
in the community with individuals liv-
ing with intellectual disabilities and as 
a licensed nursing home administrator. 

Working with individuals facing life- 
changing diseases and disabilities has 
been one of the greatest joys of my life, 
after my wife and children and two 
grandsons. There is something extraor-
dinary about supporting an individual 
as they set out on challenging journeys 
toward rehabilitation and autonomy. 
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My passion for improving the quality 
of care for my patients and helping 
them achieve independence is what 
brought me here to Congress. 

Last year, I was proud to turn my ex-
perience into advocacy by guiding the 
Special Needs Trust Fairness Act 
through the legislative process. This 
commonsense bill empowered those liv-
ing with disabilities to set up their own 
special needs trusts, an action which 
was barred by previous law. After re-
ceiving overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port in both the House and Senate, lan-
guage from the bill was included in the 
21st Century Cures Act, which was 
signed into law on December 13, 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, safeguarding the rights 
of Americans living with disabilities is 
a cause I am honored to fight for, and 
I look forward to continuing my ef-
forts. 
HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. HOWARD KIRTLAND 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize 
a member of the medical community 
whom we recently lost. 

Today, I honor the life and memory 
of Dr. Howard Kirtland, who passed 
away last week after years of selfless 
service to his community and employ-
ees through his practice, Venango He-
matology and Oncology, as well as the 
Kirtland Cancer Foundation. 

Dr. Kirtland was well-known for his 
kindness and generosity throughout 
the community. Those closest to him 
will be deeply impacted by the loss of a 
man who was loved for his mentorship, 
selflessness, and incredible work ethic. 

Dr. Kirtland founded the Kirtland 
Cancer Foundation with his personal 
resources to financially assist cancer 
patients and their families, as well as 
providing scholarship money to stu-
dents affected by the disease. 

Dr. Kirtland was born in San Anto-
nio, Texas, and raised in Poughkeepsie, 
New York. During his residency at the 
University of Virginia, he left school to 
enlist in the Army. He served in Viet-
nam before moving to Franklin, Penn-
sylvania, in the Pennsylvania Fifth 
Congressional District, to start his 
practice. 

On behalf of the people of Pennsyl-
vania, I recognize and honor Dr. 
Kirtland for his incredible life of serv-
ice to those around him. He will be 
greatly missed. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MCCLINTOCK). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, as 
an FBI agent, my job was to keep the 
American people safe from all enemies, 
both foreign and domestic. 

On the national security front, those 
components include a sound counter-
terrorism strategy, a sound counter-
intelligence strategy, a sound cyberse-
curity strategy, a sound foreign policy, 
and a sound border security strategy. 

Before us today, Mr. Speaker, is the 
issue of border security, an issue that, 

quite frankly, has been largely ignored 
over the past several decades by both 
parties. As a result, our national secu-
rity remains compromised at a point in 
time where we live in a more dangerous 
world now than we ever have. 

When you combine the fact that our 
enemies are now both more sophisti-
cated and better funded, coupled with 
our border security apparatus which is 
underfunded, outdated, and com-
promised, this is a recipe for disaster 
for our Nation. The time is now to act 
on securing our border: north, south, 
east, and west—all of its components in 
all of our geographic regions. 

As a member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, I have spent time on 
the border with our brave women and 
men on the front lines, working with 
CPB officers and Border Patrol agents. 
I have spent time both on the ocean 
and in the sky with brave women and 
men in our Coast Guard. Mr. Speaker, 
they are pleading for our help, and 
shame on us if we do not deliver for 
them. 

Their requests are simple: increase 
their manpower to provide them with a 
sufficient number of agents to interdict 
not just drugs and guns from cartels, 
but also criminals and terrorists who 
seek to do us harm; invest in the tech-
nology that they need to do their jobs, 
to include drones and aerial surveil-
lance, infrared technology, heat sen-
sors, motion detectors both above and 
below the ground, and an array of 21st 
century, high-tech options that serve 
as force multipliers along the border. 

They need physical barriers in var-
ious forms along various stretches of 
the border in order to slow down the 
cartels and allow for sufficient re-
sponse time for the agents to interdict. 
Moreover, we must invest heavily in a 
robust human intelligence program, 
giving our agents the resources they 
need to recruit human sources on the 
other side of the border to provide our 
agents with the advance notice of both 
the sources and the methods of crimi-
nal conspiracies that are forming along 
the border. 

In addition, we must bolster the Of-
fice of Inspector General to crack down 
on border corruption through the use 
of drug testing, financial screening, 
and polygraph examinations. 

Mr. Speaker, the concept of border 
security is a multipronged challenge 
that requires action on all fronts, not 
just one or two, and I urge my friends 
and colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle: Please do not politicize this 
issue. 

Securing operational control of our 
border is a national security emer-
gency. My former law enforcement col-
leagues who are putting their life on 
the line every day while protecting our 
borders are asking for our help. Let us 
not let them down. 

f 

THE TAYLOR FORCE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair 

recognizes the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 1164, 
the Taylor Force Act. This legislation 
conditions financial assistance from 
the United States on the Palestinian 
Authority’s termination of support for 
terror committed by individuals under 
its jurisdictional control. In order for 
the Palestinian Authority to receive 
aid, it would also be required to con-
demn acts of terror and cease providing 
payments to those who have com-
mitted such acts. 

The bill is named after Taylor Force, 
a former U.S. Army officer who was 
stabbed to death during a terrorist at-
tack in Tel Aviv. 

This legislation is a commonsense so-
lution that we must address. The Pal-
estinian Authority, under the leader-
ship of Mahmoud Abbas, has continued 
to support efforts that undermine at-
tempts at peace between the Palestin-
ians and our great ally Israel. 

The blatant encouragement of ter-
rorist activity by the Palestinian Au-
thority must end. Why should we be re-
warding this kind of behavior? 

The Palestinian Authority perpet-
uates terrorism by paying salaries to 
terrorists who are in prison. To make 
matters worse, those salaries increase 
the longer they are in jail, thus encour-
aging these terrorists to commit more 
violent acts. 

This is unacceptable. The United 
States must do something to end this 
conduct because the reality is it is 
costing innocent lives. I believe the 
goals of H.R. 1164, the Taylor Force 
Act, are a step in the right direction, 
and I urge my colleagues to join me in 
calling for its consideration and pas-
sage in the House. 

LOW INCOME HOUSING 
Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to draw much-needed 
attention to our Nation’s rental afford-
ability crisis, from rural America to 
the suburbs, to the big cities, this prob-
lem grows in severity each day, lim-
iting Americans’ abilities to provide 
quality food, medical care, and safety 
for their families. 

My home State of Florida has been 
particularly hard-hit, ranking third 
among States with the greatest num-
ber of severely cost-burdened renters. 
In my district, the Florida Keys con-
tinue to face an affordable housing cri-
sis that has made it difficult for the 
workers and entrepreneurs of its ever- 
growing economy. 

That is why, earlier this year, I at-
tended the opening of the first-ever af-
fordable housing project for low-in-
come seniors outside of Key West. I 
have also been working to ensure Naval 
Air Station Key West, which currently 
has 166 units on base that have sat va-
cant for several years, is put to better 
use. While the process is slow, I am 
grateful for the Navy’s assistance as we 
work to explore the possibility of open-
ing these units for more affordable 
housing in the Keys. 
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